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Press Release

EU-Twinning Project to support the Egyptian Accreditation Council concluded

Under the auspices of H.E. Minister of Industry and Trade, Small and Medium Enterprises, Mr.
Tarek Kabil and H.E. Minister of International Cooperation Mrs. Sahar Nasr, the EU-Twinning
project “Strengthening the Institutional Capacity of The Egyptian Accreditation Council (EGAC)”
was concluded in a closure Ceremony on 30 January 2017, with the presence of participants from
different stakeholders such as related ministries, market surveillance organizations, standardization
bodies and representatives from industry and trade, as well as private sector.

Among the speakers were the Deputy Head of EU Delegation, Mr. Reinhold Brender, Mr. Matthias
Fischer, Counsellor & Head of Economic Department of the German Embassy Cairo as well as H.E.
Minister, Mr. Tarek Kabil who all expressed the necessity and importance of a well-functioning
accreditation body capable in working according to European legislation. Among the topics
highlighted are the need of a prospering industry for reliable laboratory results, the need to further
extend Egyptian - European trade relations and the aspect to take another step towards signing an
Egyptian - European trade agreement. The EU traditionally is Egypt's main trading partner, ranking
first both as Egypt's import as well as export partner.

The EU-Twinning project with a total volume of EUR 1.120.000 had been implemented by a
consortium of EU Member State institutions: BMWi (Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and
Energy, Germany, BAM (Federal Institute for Materials Research and Testing), TUV Rheinland
Consulting GmbH, DAKkS (Deutsche Akkreditierungsstelle GmbH), the German national
accreditation body, BfR (Federal Institute for Risk Assessment, Germany) and ACCREDIA the
Italian national accreditation body. Within a term of 25 months more than 360 work days were
implemented by German and Italian experts.

An accreditation of a laboratory, inspection- or certification body is an independent confirmation of
the competence of these bodies. The only body to provide these services in Egypt — based on a
presidential decree - is the Egyptian Accreditation Council (EGAC) with its Director Hany El
Desouki. During this project EGAC’s activities were aligned with European requirements. To
achieve this, trainings, seminars and workshops as well as study tours to Europe have taken place
for Egyptian experts. Also laboratories, inspection and certification bodies in the sectors of
electrical products, gas appliances, pressure equipment and toys were supported with trainings and
study tours.

More info:

Mr. Hany El Desouki Mr. Zinaida Gorina

BC Project Leader RTA in EGAC

Egyptian Accreditation Council (EGAC) Nile Cornishe, Riad Tower 2, Floor 1
Nile Corniche, Riad Tower 1, Floor 1 Maadi, Cairo, Egypt

Maadi, Cairo, Egypt Email: gorina.zinaida@gmail.com

Email: hanyeldesouki@gmail.com
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