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IAF MD22:2018 
Application of ISO/IEC 17021-1 for the 

Certification of Occupational Health and Safety 
Management Systems (OH&SMS) 

 
APPENDIX C 

Legal Compliance as a Part of Accredited 
OH&SMS Certification  
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APPENDIX	
  C	
  

Legal Compliance as a Part of 
Accredited OH&SMS Certification  

!  It extends to OH&SMS selected 
requirements based on document 
EA-7/04 M, rev.2, 2010, already 
applicable to the EMS scheme. 

!  It incorporates 19 requirements 
providing information about the 
degree of compliance with 
applicable OH&S laws and 
regulations to be met  by 
organizations certified for 
OH&SMS  under accreditation 

IAF MD22 - APPENDIX C 
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FOREWORD	
  

IAF MD22 - APPENDIX C 

•  C.3.2	
  The	
  control	
  of	
  legal	
  compliance	
  by	
  the	
  organisa/on	
  is	
  
an	
  important	
  component	
  of	
  the	
  OH&SMS	
  assessment	
  and	
  
remains	
  the	
  responsibility	
  of	
  the	
  organizaLon.	
  	
  

•  C.3.3	
  It	
  should	
  be	
  stressed	
  that	
  CAB	
  auditors:	
  
•  are	
  not	
  inspectors	
  of	
  the	
  OH&S	
  regulator	
  
•  should	
  not	
  provide	
  "statements"	
  or	
  "declara/ons"	
  of	
  legal	
  

compliance.	
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NEVERTHELESS	
  

IAF MD22 - APPENDIX C 

•  C.3.4	
  An	
  OH&SMS	
  is	
  a	
  proven	
  and	
  effecLve	
  tool	
  to	
  achieve	
  
and	
  maintain	
  legal	
  compliance	
  and	
  provides	
  top	
  management	
  
with	
  relevant	
  and	
  /mely	
  informa/on	
  on	
  the	
  organisa/on's	
  
compliance	
  status.	
  

•  C.3.3	
  CAB	
  auditors	
  	
  shall	
  "verify	
  the	
  evaluaLon	
  of	
  legal	
  
compliance"	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  assess	
  conformity	
  with	
  the	
  applicable	
  
OH&SMS	
  standard.	
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NEW	
  REQUIREMENTS	
  

IAF MD22 - APPENDIX C 

•  C01	
  Introduced	
  defini/on	
  of	
  “legal	
  compliance”	
  as	
  ““Conformity	
  
with	
  the	
  law,	
  in	
  such	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  the	
  intended	
  outcome	
  is	
  realised.”	
  	
  

•  C01	
  Accredited	
  OH&SMS	
  cer/fica/on	
  shall	
  demonstrate	
  that	
  CAB	
  
has	
  evaluated	
  and	
  confirmed	
  that	
  the	
  organisa/on’s	
  OH&SMS	
  
ensure	
  the	
  fulfilment	
  of	
  its	
  policy	
  commitments	
  on	
  legal	
  
compliance	
  

•  C1.3	
  The	
  CAB	
  shall	
  assure	
  that	
  conformity	
  is	
  being	
  maintained	
  
during	
  all	
  the	
  cerLficaLon	
  cycle.	
  Auditors	
  shall	
  verify	
  the	
  
management	
  of	
  legal	
  compliance	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  demonstrated	
  
implementa/on	
  of	
  the	
  system	
  and	
  not	
  rely	
  only	
  on	
  planned	
  or	
  
expected	
  results.	
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NEW	
  REQUIREMENTS	
  

IAF MD22 - APPENDIX C 

•  C1.4	
  Any	
  organiza/on	
  failing	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  their	
  ini/al	
  or	
  
ongoing	
  commitment	
  to	
  legal	
  compliance,	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  
cerLfied	
  or	
  conLnued	
  to	
  be	
  cerLfied	
  

•  C.1.5	
  Deliberate	
  or	
  consistent	
  non-­‐compliance	
  shall	
  be	
  
considered	
  a	
  serious	
  failure	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  policy	
  commitment	
  
on	
  legal	
  compliance	
  and	
  shall	
  preclude	
  cerLficaLon	
  or	
  cause	
  
an	
  exis/ng	
  OH&SMS	
  standard	
  cerLficate	
  to	
  be	
  suspended,	
  or	
  
withdrawn	
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NEW	
  REQUIREMENTS	
  

IAF MD22 - APPENDIX C 

C.2.2	
  /C.3.6	
  	
  
•  The	
  organisaLon	
  shall	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  that	
  it	
  has	
  
achieved	
  compliance	
  with	
  the	
  legal	
  OH&S	
  requirements	
  that	
  
are	
  applicable	
  to	
  it	
  through	
  its	
  own	
  evalua/on	
  of	
  compliance	
  
prior	
  to	
  the	
  CerLficaLon	
  Body	
  granLng	
  cerLficaLon	
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NEW	
  REQUIREMENTS	
  

IAF MD22 - APPENDIX C 

C.2.3	
  Where	
  the	
  organiza/on	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  in	
  legal	
  compliance:	
  
•  it	
  shall	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  it	
  has	
  acLvated	
  an	
  

implementaLon	
  a	
  plan	
  to	
  achieve	
  full	
  compliance	
  within	
  a	
  
declared	
  date,	
  supported	
  by	
  a	
  documented	
  agreement	
  with	
  
the	
  regulator,	
  wherever	
  possible	
  for	
  the	
  different	
  na/onal	
  
condi/ons.	
  

•  the	
  successful	
  implementaLon	
  of	
  this	
  plan	
  shall	
  be	
  
considered	
  as	
  a	
  priority	
  within	
  the	
  OH&SMS.	
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NEW	
  REQUIREMENTS	
  

IAF MD22 - APPENDIX C 

C.2.4	
  ExcepLonally	
  the	
  CAB	
  may	
  sLll	
  grant	
  cerLficaLon	
  but	
  shall	
  seek	
  
objec/ve	
  evidence	
  to	
  confirm	
  that	
  the	
  organiza/on’s	
  OH&SMS:	
  

•  is	
  capable	
  of	
  achieving	
  the	
  required	
  compliance	
  through	
  full	
  
implementaLon	
  of	
  the	
  above	
  implementaLon	
  plan	
  within	
  the	
  due	
  
date,	
  	
  

•  has	
  addressed	
  all	
  hazards	
  and	
  OH&S	
  risks	
  to	
  workers	
  and	
  other	
  
exposed	
  personnel	
  	
  

•  that	
  there	
  are	
  no	
  acLviLes,	
  processes	
  or	
  situaLons	
  that	
  can	
  or	
  will	
  
lead	
  to	
  a	
  serious	
  injury	
  and/or	
  ill-­‐health,	
  and	
  	
  

•  during	
  the	
  transi/onal	
  period	
  has	
  put	
  in	
  place	
  the	
  necessary	
  acLons	
  
to	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  OH&S	
  risk	
  is	
  reduced	
  and	
  controlled.	
  


