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Welcome to the EU-GCC roundtable on the new 

UAE Halal Scheme 
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Follow the discussion on Twitter:

@EUGCCTrade

#EUGCC_halal

WIFI: Steigenberger (Free)
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Agenda for the workshop

Accreditation of HFFIA by ESMA and GAC
Ms. Yasmina Ben-Koubia, Halal Feed and Food Inspection Authority

Presentation by Accredia on the process of obtaining certification under the UAE Halal 
Scheme Mr. Emanuele Riva, Accredia, Italy

Lunch

Roundtable discussion 
Peter Helk, EU GCC Trade and Business Cooperation Facility

Presentation of the new UAE halal scheme 
by Dr. Abdulla Al Maeeni, Emirates Authority for Standardisation and Meteorology, UAE

















Requirements for Halal 
Certification Bodies



What is halal registration

• Registration of Halal Certification Body is a formal declaration/recognition that the 
certification body is competent to certify halal products and services based on 
Cabinet Decree No. (10) for 2014 On UAE Regulations for Control on Halal 
Products in addition to related standards and technical regulations. 

• Products and services certified by ESMA Registered Halal Certification Bodies are 
not only accepted. 



Before submitting your application

Read  Cabinet Decree No. (10) for 2014 On UAE Regulations for Control on Halal Products and relates standards:

• UAE.S 2055 -1: Halal products - Part one: General Requirements for Halal Food

• UAE.S 2055 -2: Halal products- Part (2): General Requirements for Halal Certification Bodies

• UAE.S 2055-4: Halal Products- Part (4) Requirements for Cosmetics and Personal care

• UAE.S 993: Animal Slaughtering Requirements According to Islamic Rules

• UAE.S GSO 713: Hygienic Regulations For Poultry Processing Abattoirs And Their Personnel

• UAE.S GSO 21: Hygienic Regulations for Food Plants and Their Personnel

• UAE.S GSO 9: Labelling of Prepackaged Food Stuffs

https://etrans.esma.gov.ae/english/pages/login.aspx?Redirecti

onUrl=/Arabic/Workspace/Pages/my-requests.aspx

https://etrans.esma.gov.ae/english/pages/login.aspx?RedirectionUrl=/Arabic/Workspace/Pages/my-requests.aspx


Operations

The halal certification body shall ensure that the suitability and competence of body(ies) and 
person(s) carrying out testing, inspection, and halal certification fulfil the requirements, 
whichever applicable, stated in ISO/IEC 17025, ISO/IEC 17020, ISO/IEC 17021 and/or ISO/TS 
22003 In addition to UAE. S. 2055-2



Before submitting your application

• Determine the scope(s) of halal registration 
scheme applicable to your nature of business: 

1. Slaughter houses

2. Halal Products

A. Food

B. Cosmetics



Before submitting your application

• Go through approved accreditation 
bodies available on www.halal.ae , study 
their fees and process and select one:

1.GAC 2.DAC
3.JAZ-ANS 4.Accredia
5.ENAC 6.A2lA

Available on : www.halal.ae



Application submission

• Download the application from the website www.halal.ae

• Fill it , sign it and stamp it .

• Submit your application via e mail (halal@esma.gov.ae) or by coming to ESMA customer 
service office. Applicant should inform ESMA of selected AB.

• Check your email account for updates on your Halal application status. You will need to 
rectify your application shortcomings, if any.

• Upon approval of your application, you will be notified by an e mail and a cost bill will be 
sent to you on application fees.  ESMA will start processing your application once the 
payment has been made.

mailto:halal@esma.gov.ae


Processing

• Application is transferred electronically by ESMA to an approved Accreditation Body (AB) 
selected by the customer

• Customer will be contacted by the Approved AB selected by him to proceed with 
accreditation process

• Once accreditation is granted, applicant shall submit a copy of his accreditation certificate 
and scope to ESMA to complete its registration process.

• Halal Registration Certificate and scope will be issue by 
ESMA .

• Upon issuance of certificate, applicant will be notified by an 
e mail and a cost bill will be sent to him on certificate fees.  
ESMA will  handover the certificate once the payment has 
been made.

• Applicant shall collect his Halal registration certificate(s) and 
scope from ESMA via impost or from ESMA customer service 
center

Issuing Registration certificate



Post- registration

• Periodic assessments may be conducted by ESMA to ensure compliance.

• Halal Registered Certification Bodies are required to update ESMA for any major 
change of its organizational structure, owner ship and key staff and any change in 
their accreditation status.

Renewal

• Halal Registered Certification bodies shall submits renewal application 3 months 
and no later than 1 month before the halal certificate expiry date.

• Accreditation should be maintained by the CAB. 



Enquiries 

Enquiries on ESMA Registration of Halal Certification Bodies can be maid via on of 
the following channels:

• E- mail : halal@esma.gov.ae

• Phone call : customer service 600565554

• Walk in facilitation @ ESMA customer service center , located in Dubai, sheikh 
Rashid Street, business avenue building, Mezanin Floor

• Go to www.hala.ae 

mailto:halal@esma.gov.ae


Halal website

http://halal.ae/en-us
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Mr. Emanuele Riva, 
Director, Accredia, Italy

Presentation: 
Obtaining halal certification under the new UAE 
Halal Scheme
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The UAE Halal Scheme for Halal Products

Steigenberger Airport Hotel
Amsterdam, the Netherlands

April 13 2016

Emanuele Riva – Director of Certification and Inspection department
- IAF Vice Chair

ACCREDIA - The Italian Accreditation Body
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The New Legislative Framework on accreditation

ACCREDIA is the Italian National Accreditation Body

ACCREDIA performs a role of public authority in the general interest, 
operating under the supervision of the Ministry of Economic Development 
which is the governing national authority for accreditation activity and the 

point of contact with the European Commission.

Regulation EC/765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
July 9, 2008 setting out the requirements for accreditation and market
surveillance relating to the marketing of products and superseding Regulation
(EEC)No339/93;
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ACCREDIA is a recognised non-profit distributing association.

67 Members represent government authorities, business enterprises and
consumers.

9 Ministries: Economic Development, Environment, Defence, Internal Affairs,
Infrastructures, Education, Labour, Agriculture, Health

4 categories: to guarantee a balanced representation of interested
Parties and the integration of their respective knowledge, experience
and competence:

 Governmental departments, Research Bodies and other Public institutions

 Organisations representing producers of goods and services

 Associations of accredited subjects

 National Standardization Bodies, Associations of consumers and users,
for the protection against risks and of the environment,
Public utility suppliers, other parties involved in the Body’s activities.

ACCREDIA - The National Accreditation Body
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ILAC MRA and EA MLA

Testing
Calibration

Medical
Inspection

The international system of conformity assessment

Certification, 
Inspection and 

Verification Bodies
Testing and Medical 

Laboratories and PTP

Calibration 
Laboratories 

and RMP

IAF MRA and EA MLA

Product
Persons

Management System
EU ETS Verification

Competence assessment 

Conformity assessment of products, systems and professionals to mandatory rules and voluntary standards

Institutions  – Businesses– Consumers
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The accreditation guarantees

COMPETENCE INTEGRITY

INDEPENDENCE RELIABILITY

IMPARTIALITY INTERNATIONALITY
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The International Agreements MLA/MRA scopes

Accreditation Scopes Standards MLA/MRA

Laboratories
Testing

Calibration

Medical

ISO/IEC 17025

ISO/IEC 17025

ISO 15189

EA
ILAC

Certification
Bodies

Product

Persons

Quality Management System

Environmental Management System

ISO/IEC 17065

ISO/IEC 17024

ISO/IEC 17021

ISO/IEC 17021

EA
IAF

Inspection 
Bodies

Inspection ISO /IEC 17020 EA
ILAC

Verification 
Bodies

EU ETS Verification ISO 14065 EA

In future accreditation of Proficiency Testing Providers (PTP) and Reference
Materials Producers (RMP) will be included in the EA MLA.



40-33 13/04/2016ACCREDIA Presentation

The assessment activity

ACCREDIA Department 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010

Testing Laboratories 8,026 7,909 7,221 6,747 6,173

Certification and Inspection 4,145 3,846 2,680 2,381 2,234

Calibration Laboratories 593 565 568 541 315

Total Assessment Activity 12,764 12,320 10,469 9,669 8,722

Document reviews, on site assessments, witness assessments (in Man Days)
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The accreditations

Laboratories and Bodies under accreditation: 1,600

Testing Laboratories 1,115

ISO/IEC 17025 1,113

ISO 15189 2

Proficiency Testing Providers

ISO/IEC 17043
7

Calibration Laboratories

ISO/IEC 17025
170

Certification, Verification and Inspection Bodies

ISO/IEC 17021, ISO/IEC 17024, ISO/IEC 17065, 
ISO/IEC 17020, UNI EN ISO 14065

308
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141,400 certifications of management systems issued under
accreditation (certified productive sites):

QMS Quality management systems 126,500
(ISO 9001, ISO 13485 and others) 

EMS Environmental management systems 19,700
(ISO 14001)

OHSAS Occupational health & safety management systems 12,835
(OHSAS 18001)

ISMS Information security management systems                          660
(ISO/IEC 27001)

FSMS Food safety management systems                                        580
(ISO 22000)

The management system certified sites
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HALAL scheme - situation

What has been done so far (work in progress)

1) General Agreement between ESMA and ACCREDIA

2) General Agreement between GAC and ACCREDIA

3) Information given to EA (according Reg. 765/2008)

4) Drafting the operation Agreement between GAC and ENAC/
ACCREDIA

5) Ready to receive applications in 1 month
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1. General Agreement between ESMA and ACCREDIA

20thOctober 2015 in Expo (Milan)

Article (1) : Scope
The Parties will cooperate in the field of 

accreditation of Halal certification 
bodies in Italy in accordance with UAE.S 
2055-2 for the United Arab Emirates 
requirements for Halal certification bodies.
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1. General Agreement between ESMA and ACCREDIA

Article (3): Accreditation of Halal Certification Bodies 

The two parties will agree on the following:

1. ACCREDIA will comply with UAE.S 2055-3 for Halal accreditation 
bodies;

2. ACCREDIA will provide accreditation to Halal Certification bodies    
in Italy in accordance with UAE.S 2055-2;

[…]

6. ACCREDIA will notify ESMA of the Halal certification bodies that 
were accredited by ACCREDIA to complete their registration in 
ESMA database;
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1. General Agreement between ESMA and ACCREDIA

Article (3): Accreditation of Halal Certification Bodies 

7. ACCREDIA will notify ESMA of any changes in the accreditation 
status of the Halal certification bodies it accredited;

8. ESMA may conduct peer assessment to ensure the proper 
fulfillment of Halal requirements; 

9. Accreditation, according EU Regulation 765/2008, § 2 point 10)
has to be provided according to a harmonized standard. If UAE.S
2055-2 is not based a harmonized standard, the activity will be
carried out outside the EA/IAF MLA agreements, and no reference
to “accreditation” will be done.
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Article (10): Validity and entry into force 

The memorandum is concluded for five years period and shall enter
into force on the day of its signature. Validity of this memorandum
shall be automatically extended for further five years periods unless
either of the Parties terminates it by a six months written notice to
the other Party.

1. General Agreement between ESMA and ACCREDIA
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2. General Agreement between GAC and ACCREDIA

2nd November 2015 in Milan (during IAF / ILAC meetings)

Article 2: Scope of the MOU

This MOU covers the relationship between ACCREDIA and GAC on
matters of accreditation.
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2. General Agreement between GAC and ACCREDIA

2nd November 2015 in Milan (during IAF / ILAC meetings)

https://prezi.com/oexipphazpkr/gac-halal-presentation-
november-2015/

https://prezi.com/oexipphazpkr/gac-halal-presentation-november-2015/
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2. General Agreement between GAC and ACCREDIA

Article 3: Areas of Cooperation

The Parties will cooperate in the following areas:

a. assessment of conformity assessment bodies applying
for accreditation or already accredited by ACCREDIA or GAC;

b. attendance of seminars and training courses organised by
the other Party;

c. exchange of experience and technical information on
accreditation; and

d. introduction of experts to the other Party according to the
needs of such Party and subject to the availability of experts.
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3. Information given to EA

In EA for the developing of new schemes, the applicable rule is EA
1/22 (EA Procedure and Criteria for the Evaluation of Conformity
Assessment Schemes by EA Accreditation Body Members).

However, considering that:

• this scheme is regulated (mandatory to export in Emirates)
• this scheme is based on an harmonized standard (ISO/IEC

17065, published on European gazette)
• this scheme is based on a standard issued by a standardization

body (ESMA) member of ISO

It is not necessary that EA performs an evaluation of the scheme
(applying EA 1/22).

So, each European Accreditation Body can provide accreditation in
this field, and the activity is covered by EA MLA agreements.

However, this AB has to sign an agreements with ESMA (and
eventually with GAC, in order to speed the process).
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4. Drafting the operation Agreement between GAC and
Accredia / ACCREDIA

We have 2 options:

1. activity performed jointly by Accredia and GAC (the audit team
is composed by people from Accredia and people from GAC, and
the same for accreditation decision)

1. activity performed before by GAC (on religious issue) and only
after by Accredia (on food hygiene requirements – similar to
ISO 22000)
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4. Drafting the operation Agreement between GAC and
Accredia / ACCREDIA

At the moment, the idea is to run the 2nd option.

In this way:

1. GAC, that is fully accepted in Halal community and by ESMA,
can evaluate religious requirements;

1. ACCREDIA, that is fully accepted in European/International
community and by EA/IAF/ILAC, can evaluate technical
requirements only on Certification bodies already authorized by
GAC. It is similar to ISO 22000 (Management System for food
sector).

2. ESMA can rely on the activity performed by GAC and
ACCREDIA, and accept the result of the activity;

3. In future, when the activity will be more developed, we can
decide to run option 1;
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4. Drafting the operation Agreement between GAC and
Accredia / ACCREDIA

5. ACCREDIA and GAC can attend as observer to the activities
performed by GAC/Accredia, in order to have an exchange of
experience;

6. The same approach will be taken by ENAC (Spanish Accreditation
Body);

7. Accredia already involved in its steering committee Imam Yhya
Pallavicini. The Board of Directors of Accredia agreed that
Accredia can run the accreditation in this field.
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4. Drafting the operation Agreement between GAC and
Accredia / ACCREDIA

Requirements

• Standard for the Accreditation bodies: ISO 17011 + UAE.S
2055-3

• Standard for Certification bodies ISO 17065 + UAE.S 2055-2

• Standard for the Companies UAE.S 2055-1 s(GSO
05/FDS/2055-2:2015)
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ACCREDIA and GAC will apply the following process (draft).
Any exchange of information will be in English

Process CAB Activity of 
ACCREDIA

Activity of 
GAC

Remarks

Quotation CAB sends the 
application to 
ACCREDIA

Application is
on accredia web 
site

CAB shall give 
explicit 
permission to 
ACCREDIA to 
share any 
information of 
the 
Assessment
process with 
GAC and ESMA
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ACCREDIA and GAC will apply the following process. Any
exchange of information will be in English

Process CAB Activity of 
ACCREDIA

Activity of 
GAC

Remarks

Acceptance of 
the 
application 
and Quotation

ACCREDIA 
sends to GAC 
the application 
received with 
the request to 
conduct the 
assessment on 
the CAB

Quotation of 
Accredia include 
document 
review, initial 
audit in the CAB 
and witnessing

GAC send a 
confirmation 
to ACCREDIA 
on the 
acceptability 
of the 
application, 
and get in 
touch  with 
the applicant 
to perform 
its 
assessment.

The applicant 
should pay 
both 
application 
fees to 
ACCREDIA 
and to GAC

ACCREDIA 
and GAC will 
charge only to 
the CAB.
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Process CAB Activity of 
ACCREDIA

Activity of 
GAC

Remarks

Assessment
of CAB

GAC
Conducts the 
assessment 
of CAB 
according to 
its normal 
procedures.

After the 
assessment 
GAC submits 
to ACCREDIA 
the 
recommenda
tion to 
proceed with 
ACCREDIA 
assessment.

Observers 
form GAC and 
from 
ACCREDIA can 
participate in 
each other’s 
assessments.
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Process CAB Activity of 
ACCREDIA

Activity of 
GAC

Remarks

Assessment Following a 
positive 
recommendatio
n to continue 
the process, 
ACCREDIA 
performs the 
assessment on 
compliance of 
ISO/IEC 17065 
to the ACB as 
per ACCREDIA 
procedures.

Observers 
form GAC and 
from 
ACCREDIA 
can 
participate in 
each other’s 
assessments.
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Process CAB Activity of 
ACCREDIA

Activity of 
GAC

Remarks

Decision ACCREDIA shall 
inform GAC and 
ESMA of any 
accreditation 
granted in this 
scheme

ACCREDIA will 
issue an 
accreditation 
certificate
with reference 
to the 
relevant 
accreditation 
standard. The 
accreditation 
schedule shall 
include the 
relevant Halal 
Standards. A 
reference to 
the scheme 
will be made 
to facilitate its 
recognition by 
ESMA.
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Process CAB Activity of 
ACCREDIA

Activity of 
GAC

Remarks

Surveillances Accredited 
CAB shall 
inform of any 
change 
affecting the 
conditions of 
its 
accreditation.

Surveillance 
activities shall be 
performed by 
ACCREDIA 
according to its 
procedures.

ACCREDIA will 
report changes in 
the CAB that could 
affect compliance 
with CAB to GAC 
that will react 
according to its 
own procedures.

GAC will 
perform 
surveillance 
activities on 
CAB according 
to its own 
rules.

GAC will 
inform 
ACCREDIA of 
the kind of 
changes in the 
CAB that could 
compromise 
the fulfillment 
of CAB.
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Process CAB Activity of 
ACCREDIA

Activity of 
GAC

Remarks

ACCREDIA will 
suspend the 
accreditetion if 
GAC reports non 
compliance by an 
accreditated CAB.

ACCREDIA will 
keep informed to 
GAC and ESMA of 
any suspension or 
withdrawl of 
accreditation and 
of reductions and 
extensions of 
scope and reasons 
of that decision.

GAC will 
inform 
ACCREDIA if in 
any moment 
they consider 
that the CAB 
no longer 
fulfills the 
requirements.
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4. Ready to GO!

In 1 month Accredia could be ready to process applications for
Halal

What is missing:

• How to write scope of the certificate (full list of the halal
products? clustering? No details?)

• Witnessing rules with GAC (1 witness for all halal products, o 1
witness for each cluster?)

• Split in details the requirements to be checked by GAC and by
Accredia

• Sign the agreement (annex) with GAC
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Thanks for your kind attention

www.accredia.it

@accredia

info@accredia.it

Certification and Inspection Department

Testing Laboratories Department

Calibration Laboratories Department

ACCREDIA - The Italian Accreditation Body
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Ms. Yasmina Ben-Koubia, 
Halal Feed and Food Inspection Authority, Netherlands

Presentation: 
Accreditation of HFFIA by ESMA and GAC



Accreditation of HFFIA by ESMA and GAC

EU-GCC Roundtable:
The new UAE Halal Scheme  and the consequences

Airport Hotel Steigenberger, Amsterdam Netherlands
April 13, 2016

Yasmina Ben-Koubia, HFFIA

http://www.esma.gov.ae/
http://www.esma.gov.ae/
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لافاللهيهدهمن،أعمالناسيئاتومنأنفسناشرورمنباللهونعوذ،ونستغفرهونستعينهنحمدهللهالحمدإن

ورسولهعبدهمحمدا ًأنوأشهدلهشريكلاوحدهاللهإلاإلهلاأنوأشهد،لههاديفلايضللومن،لهمضل

Verily all praise is for Allah, we praise Him and seek His aid and ask for His forgiveness and we 

seek refuge with Allah from the evils of ourselves and our evil actions. Whomever Allah guides 

there is none who can misguide him, and whomever Allah misguides there is none who can guide 

him, and I bear witness that none has the right to be worshiped except Allah alone, having no 

partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger



 Background of HFFIA

 Start of Process ESMA-GAC

 Challenges and learning curve
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Content
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1975 1983

1980 1994

1996

Federation of Muslim 
Organisations, The Netherlands

Muslim Information Centre, The 
Netherlands (MIC)

MIC research about Halal 
certifiers and Halal food in The 
Netherlands, Europe.

Halal Feed and Food Inspection 
Authoritiy establishment

Halal Feed and Food 
Foundation establishment

Background HFFIA



The Halal Certification process of HFFIA is in conformity with
the following standards:

1. ISO/IEC 17065:2012
2. UAE.S 2055-2:2014
3. Halal Assurance System HAS 23000:1, LPPOM-MUI 2012
4. Malaysian Halal Standard Halal food: Production,

Preparation, Handling and Storage-General Guide (MS
1500:2009, second revision).

HFFIA has combined these requirements in the HFFIA Halal
Quality Assurance System (HQAS) to encompass the relevant
standards.
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HFFIA - Accreditations



72

HFFIA - Accreditations
HFFIA always seeks to excel in the field of Halal certification;
HFFIA strives to be the number 1!

To this end HFFIA explored the new requirements of ESMA and
GAC two years ago and we were convinced that this was one of
the best schemes for Accreditation of Halal Certification Bodies.

HFFIA fully committed to this scheme and applied to the Gulf
Accreditation Center (GAC) in 2014 to be accredited in
accordance with the recognised International Standard ISO/IEC
17065:2012, “Conformity assessment -- Requirements for bodies
certifying products, processes and services” and GSO/2055-2:2015
“Halal Food – part 2 – Requirements for Halal certification
bodies”
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Challenges and Learning Curve

Some examples of added value of ISO/IEC 17065:2012:

- Establishing Impartiality Committee

- Establishing transparent QMS

- Having a defined set of structural requirements for your
top management and personnel

-Certification Decision and Evaluation Process
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Challenges and Learning Curve

Some examples of added value of UAE.S 2055-2:2014

- Reference to ISO/IEC 17065:2012 and other ISO standards
regarding organizational, legal and structural requirements

- Establishing the requirements regarding Islamic
Responsibility

- Establishing competencies of Management and personnel
involved in different levels of the HCB

-Requirement for stage 1 and stage 2 audits and including
Food Safety requirements in audits

- Establishing minimum audit time
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Challenges and Learning Curve

HFFIA was audited in two stages:

-Stage 1 – several non conformities and clear and
transparent feedback on all the non conformities

-Stage 2 audit – three days with three auditors

-Complete HFFIA QMS audited

-On site audits for several clients

-Transparent report and checklist

Once the follow up points were addressed and the
documents verified, HFFIA received the certificates:
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Thank you
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Roundtable Discussion:

Current practices for CBS and food industry 
and expected changes due to the application of 
the new rules
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LUNCH


